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US National (and International) Vegetation Classification:  Hierarchy 
3.0, alignment with IUCN, and applications for SWAPs 
 

Version 3.0 of the US National Vegetation Classification (USNVC) is scheduled for release in early 
2025. The USNVC is a federal standard for vegetation classification and communication that can be 
used to facilitate management and conservation. We present an overview of the major updates to 
the USNVC hierarchy, including strong investment from state programs, alignment with the IUCN's 
Global Ecosystem Typology, and relationship to both the broader International Vegetation 
Classification and Canadian National Vegetation Classification. We also present applications of the 
USNVC for National Vegetation Maps and for SWAP planning and prioritizing at the state level. 
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