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Presentation Description:  

Ants provide crucial ecosystem services to the environments they live in such as seed 
dispersal, soil aeration, decomposition of nutrients, and are a food source for many 
higher trophic levels. Longleaf pine forest ecosystems contain a high diversity and 
abundance of ant species, but there is a need to better understand how the fire affects 
this ecological important group. 
  
My research investigates how restoration and management of longleaf pine forests 

with prescribed fire affect ants. Specifically: How does fire frequency affect ant 

communities? Are nonnative species promoted or excluded by fire? How does burning 

affect seed dispersal provided by ants? 
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